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This yearõs winter 

workshop exists to 

provide opportunities for 

gifted young people to 

engage in a collaborative, 

hands -on learning 

experience that will 

expand their worldview 

and challenge their minds 

about the arts in everyday 

life. We wish to challenge 

first -through -twelfth 

grade students to explore 

new avenues of thinking, 

engage and utilize their 

natural talents, and 

inspire them to move 

beyond their former 

understanding of the 

world so they can begin a 

journey toward achieving 

their greatest potential. In 

this workshop, students will 

engage in musical, artistic, 

problem -solving, 

engineering, environmental, 

and theatrical experiences 

that will broaden their 

horizons and 

encourage them to 

become self -motivated 

learners. Each student 

should leave the 

workshop with a sense 

of pride in their 

accomplishments of 

the day and a desire 

for continued educational 

challenges.  

Drs. Read Diket and Nykela 

Jackson thank parents for 

your childrenõs participation 

in the program.  
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On January 29, 2011, students grades 2 
through 12 were invited to the Creativity 
Exploration. Each child òshoppedó for the 
day, choosing a favorite among the learning 
modules. When choosing, participants 
exercised their role in education as thoughtful, 
excited learners.   

THE VOICE OF GIFTED YOUTH  
Rashad Ullahôs design for  Creativity Workshop 1992 

We first knew Rashad as a rising 7th  grader from Slidell, LA. Rashad developed many friends at Creativity Workshops over four years, 

serving as editor of several youth publications. Instead of entering 10 th  grade, Rashad received a scholarship at Simon Rock Bard 

School in Massachusetts, where he began college work instead of completing high school. He completed his studies at Yale with  a 
dissertation that ties together arguments and evidence from such sub -disciplines of linguistics such as morphology, semantics, 

pragmatics, and language typology. Rashad speaks fluent Bengali and a main strand of his research centers on the grammar of 

that language. He is also proficient in French and has a usable knowledge of Farsi, Hindi, and German. Both before and during  
his Ph.D. training, he worked as tutor and teacher of English, math, and other subjects. Rashad lives in Washington, DC, wher e 

he uses his strengths as a linguist, scholar, communicator, team player, and world traveler proficient in several languages a nd 

cultures.  

Rashad Ullahõs design 



           ART DETECTIVES  
 

 

 

 

 

Students studied investigatory 

techniques while studying visual 

arts. Students began their 

experiences by teasing out key 

elements of art and connecting 

these elements to different suspect 

profiles. As the students studied ­­  a 

variety of artistic styles, techniques, 

and media, they used their newly 

found knowledge to create their own 

works of art. During a break, one 

studentõs artwork vanishes. 

Following a visit with the 

Hattiesburg Mobile Crime Lab, 

students collected evidence from 

the crime scene and used the clues 

to identify the culprit. The students 

worked cooperatively and were 

successful in recovering the missing 

artwork.   

 

The following were some of the 

experiences the students 

participated in:  

¶ Viewed profiles and matched 

artwork  

¶ Made individual artwork  

¶ Presented and critiqued artwork  

¶ Visited the museum  

¶ Learned the different roles and 

responsibilities of the 

Hattiesburg Crime Lab  

¶ Participated in a mock crime 
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Instructors:  

 

Jeremy Brooks  

Rhonda Emmons  

Kelley Rinebold  

 

This session, students learned the 

dynamics of making movies using 

Windows Movie Maker, how movies 
were originated, and òthe behind the 

scenesó process to impact popular 

culture. Students became 

knowledgeable of a variety of movie 

terminology, genres of movies, script -

writing, and discovered the expertise 

required to work in this field. The final 

project resulted in culminating a self -

made movie.  
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In this film -maker class, the 

students participated in some of the 

following:  

¶ Movie terminology  

¶ Genres of movies  

¶ Script -writing  

¶ Discovery of the expertise 

required to work in the field  

¶ A self -made movie  

Instructors:  

 

Donshae Harris  

Tosha Gilmore  

Beth Roberts  

THE MOVIE MAKERS  
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CAVE CITY  
In this module, students 

experienced what it would be like to 

leave their home environment and 
make a new home in a cave.  The 

students were given a scenario that 

a mischievous monkey stole the 

keys to the zoo and released all of 

the animals!  The mayor proclaimed 

an emergency evacuation into the 

nearby caves until all of the animals 

had been returned to the zoo.  

 The students were exposed 

to living without the typical 

amenities of modern day life.  They 

experienced a variety of problems 

and issues associated with 

becoming cave dwellers.  These 
issues led them to determine what 

is actually required to survive in a 

stressful situation.  They also 

learned to appreciate that 

sometimes a unique living situation 
can be an adventure.  

At the conclusion of this 

module, the students left with an 

understanding of the luxuries we 

live with today as compared to living 

with the bare necessities of life.  

This module enabled the students 

to better appreciate our current 

standards of living and to broaden 

their life experiences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The experiences  consisted of some 

of the following:  

¶ Curious Cave  

¶ Creative Cave Formations  

¶ òIõm a Survivor 

¶ City Setup and Job 

Assignments  

¶ Clever Cave Art  

¶ Funky Fossils  

¶ Tool Time  

¶ Junk Pile  

¶ Journal Log  
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Instructors:  

 

Hope Eason  
Jena Gray  

Elizabeth Morris  



 

 

Students from ages ten through twelve joined 

us as we explored the upbeat world of poetry 

and rhythm! In this module students took a 

step backwards and began appreciating music 

and poetry from a different perspective. 

Students explored jazz, rap and hip hop music 

and discovered the common threads that run 

through poetry and music. Student also 

explored the themes and subject matter of the 

poetry and music and how it reflected the 

lifestyles of the period. We examined various 

types of music, selected poems, and discussed 

the similarities and differences in the themes 

and how they reflect everyday lifestyles. 

Students also researched music to obtain a 

more in depth knowledge of its history, 

pioneers in the field, and examples of artists.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the different experiences 

the students participated in were:  

¶ History of Music and Poetry 

Timeline  

¶ Meet a Musician  

¶ Research  

¶ Video  

¶ The Composer  

¶ The Rhythm  

¶ Graffiti  

 

Instructors:  

 

LaShala Adams  

Eva Van Houten  

Marla Brewton  

 

RHYTHM AND POETRY  

 

Volume 1, Issue 1  Pag


